Fig. 13 Another unique feature is that partly healed thin-film Fig. 14 Partially healed thin-film tension cracks are sometimes

tension cracks often appear in stones that have undergone observed along with irregular tension fractures around the
heat and pressure treatment (magnified 20x). negative crystals (magnified 30x). Photo by Hyunmin Choi
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Fig. 15 An 8.09cts sapphire before (left) and after heat and pressure treatment (right). It is noteworthy that formerly partially healed
fissures tend to have healed completely after this treatment (magnified 25x). Photo by N. Atsawatanapirom
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Fig. 16 Changes to colour banding and zoning are not clear after heat and pressure treatment (magnified 15x).
Photo by Youngsoo Chung
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certainly less visible after heat and pressure corroded surface after treatment and graphite
treatment. Pronounced colour bands and zoning residues were commonly seen at un-polished
usually also became less prominent (Fig. 16). girdles and in the cavities even after re-polishing
However, the stones often showed an obviously (Fig. 17).
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